StRUctured Learning Class/ Social Life Skills
Structured Learning Class Program Description

The Structured Learning Class (SLC) is designed to address the specific needs of students with autism spectrum disorders or developmental delays. It is a specialized program that provides individualized support based on an IEP for students who experience challenges in the areas of social communication, sensory and emotional regulation, social relationship development, independent and classroom functioning skills, and/or academics and require extensive supervision in the academic setting. The SLC classrooms are highly structured so that intensive instruction in these areas can be provided.  
A structured educational environment is designed to promote the highest level of engagement and independence for each student. Each student learns to independently follow his/her daily schedule. Supports include a visual language system, structured work areas, and materials of high interest. Throughout the school day students have frequent opportunities to practice functional and social communication skills. Sensory needs and self-regulation skills are continuously addressed, allowing students to function more independently.  The SLC supports students through a transdisciplinary model which incorporates the expertise of a special education teacher, LSSP, SLP, occupational therapist, physical therapist, and adaptive physical education teacher. The team works collaboratively to develop a plan to ensure that each student can be successful in his/her educational environment.
Social Life Skills Program Description

The Social Life Skills (SLS) class is designed for students with cognitive delays who require a “life skills” curriculum focused on functional academics, communication, social skills, vocational training and daily living skills. The focus is to prepare these students so that they may participate as independently as possible in critical natural environments.
SLC/SLS Instruction
In order to optimize learning, instruction in each of these programs is tailored to each student’s specific needs.  Students are provided opportunities for individual and small group learning. They also have the opportunity to be included with their general education peers for core academics, specials (Art, Music, PE, and electives), lunch, recess, special assemblies, and parties when considered beneficial and appropriate. 

The DPISD curriculum is used as a foundation for providing instruction. Modifications and accommodations are based upon each child’s individual learning needs as specified in his/her IEP. Students who demonstrate specific needs that cannot be met within the general curriculum will be provided alternative academic programming. Information is delivered in a multi-modal presentation of instruction (visual, verbal, tactile-kinesthetic) with a significant emphasis on visual supports. 

Staffing

Due to the needs of these students for structure and consistency, the SLC/SLS programs will be staffed by a minimum of one certified teacher and one full-time special education paraprofessional. Ongoing specialized support will be provided to staff in the format of campus visits and district training.
Referral Process for SLC/SLS
1. Contact special education coordinators, LSSPs, or counselors for assistance.

2. Implement in-class interventions.  (See handout)
3. Collect data for 4-6 weeks to determine effectiveness of interventions.

4. If interventions alone have not improved student success, submit an RFA for SLC/SLS. 
In-Class Interventions

(Before Moving to a More Restrictive Placement)

1.  Contact special education department chair, special education coordinator, campus LSSP, and/or autism consultant for assistance regarding the student.

2.  The student will be observed by above named staff in various settings   (e.g., classroom, lunch, PE, recess) to make recommendations.

3. The recommendations should be implements and data should be collected regarding their levels of effectiveness for 4-6 weeks.

Common recommendations are likely to include the following:

· Physical Structure

· Work area in the classroom

· Alternate work area to limit distractions

· Frequent breaks

· Opportunities for sensory motor activities

· Peer assistance

· Staggered transitions

· Preparations for changes in schedule/routine

· Home base area/person

· Lunch bunch or alternative place to eat

· Visual Supports:

· Written schedule/visual task analyses

· Mini schedules

· “need a break” card

· Task cards for specific situations or academic skills

· Visual prompt cards

· Behavior Support:

· Clear rules and expectations

· Rules are explicitly stated, modeled, and illustrated

· Rules are stated positively (what to do vs what not to do)

· Rules are visually communicated

· Positive reinforcement is in place for appropriate behaviors

· Consideration of environmental triggers or other antecedents

· Scheduled sensory breaks

· Reinforcement breaks

· Ongoing data collection and analysis

· Functional communication system

· A communication system has been created and the student has been taught to use the communication system

· Opportunities for requesting, protesting, and choice-making occur throughout the day
· Communication system is individualized and consideration has been given to sign language, picture communication, verbal language

Functional Life SKills Classroom
Description of Program

The Functional Life Skills classroom is a centralized, self-contained educational placement designed for students in need of a specialized curriculum that includes functionally based instruction.  Students placed in the FLS program must qualify for special education under IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Act) and exhibit severe physical and cognitive impairments that inhibit successful educational achievement within a less restrictive environment. The physical and cognitive impairments of the student require extensive intervention for medical and functional needs. Criteria would include being multi-handicapped and medically fragile. The FLS placement is one that promotes a positive, caring and nurturing environment to address the individual education plans and functional needs of the students. There are FLS programs at WAC and DPHS South Campus. Levels offered will change with the ages of the students requiring this program.
Due to the nature of student needs in this program, related services will be incorporated into the programming.  Related services staff will consult and provide services for the FLS teachers to enable them to provide the best care to their students. Any direct related services to students will continue to be individualized based upon the student’s IEP.

Placement Procedures

As students enter our district, the decision about whether or not the Functional Life Skills classroom is the best placement for a student will be made by an Interdisciplinary Team consisting of the FLS teacher, Special Education Coordinator, and related services personnel (Occupational Therapist, Physical Therapist, Speech Pathologist, ADPE teacher, and other providers as needed). This group will routinely staff on existing students in the FLS program and will meet to observe new students and determine if  FLS is appropriate for their educational needs.  An observation should be requested by the student’s home campus so that an appropriate recommendation may be made before the student’s 30-day ARD. This will be done by the LSSP or Diagnostician as an RFA on Share Point sent to the appropriate staff members. 
Transfer Students

Students transferring into DPISD from a self-contained placement will be enrolled on their home campus. Placement will be determined by the Campus staff and the Coordinator for Special Programs.  

Transportation
Because FLS is a centralized, district program, the district will provide transportation for the student to the appropriate campus. If such time occurs when it is no longer indicated that the student should be part of the Functional Life Skills program, the student will transition back to his/her home campus in the appropriate setting, and transportation needs will be reevaluated.  
